
2016 KIDS 

COUNT Data Book
National trends and state comparisons

What Would It Take, 

Alabama?



About Us

ABOUT VOICES FOR ALABAMA’S CHILDREN

AND ALABAMA KIDS COUNT

VOICES for Alabama’s Children, founded in 1992, is a 501(c)(3) statewide 

nonpartisan organization whose mission is to ensure the well-being of Alabama’s 

children through research, public awareness, and advocacy.

Alabama Kids Count is a project of VOICES for Alabama’s Children and the Annie 

E. Casey Foundation. Our annual research publication, the Alabama Kids Count 

Data Book, is the most trusted source of research on child well-being for all

67 counties in Alabama.

For more than 20 years, the Data Book has served as both a benchmark and 

roadmap for how children are faring and is used to raise visibility of children’s 

issues, identify areas of need, set priorities in child well-being, and inform decision-

making at the state and local levels.
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2016 Legislative Priorities

 Increase Healthy Food Access for Children & Families

 Institute Uniform Regulation and Inspection of Child Care

 Promote Healthy Early Care & Education (ECE) Settings

 Expand Funding for Alabama’s First Class Pre-K Program

 Protecting Adequate State Funding for Child-Serving 

Programs & Services

Policy Priorities



 AllKids

 Statewide Child Death Review Process

 Graduated Teen Driver’s Licensing Law

 Criminal Background Checks 

 Foster Parents’ Bill of Rights

 Child Passenger Safety

 Subsidized Child Care

 Revised Juvenile Code

 Children First Trust Fund

 Alabama’s First Class Pre-K for 4 year olds

Past Policy Wins



 Importance of brain development during first five years of life

 Dangers of adult seat belts for children 

 Need for teen drivers to gain experience in stages

 Benefits of high-quality pre-K

 Dangers of second hand smoke

 Impact of summer learning loss

 Importance of daily school attendance

 Importance of reading on grade level 

 Alabama’s dual system of child care

Past Public Awareness



•Join VOICES CAN!

•Become a Member

•Get Social



Let us raise our children so 

they do not have to recover 

from childhood.





alavoices.org

Questions: Rhonda Mann, Policy & Research Director

rmann@alavoices.org or 334-213-2410 x 103

mailto:rmann@alavoices.org

